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Nonprofits unveil $16M complex

Housing development caters to disabled

Ssephen Willlams
TREBUNE STAFFWRITER

11 is difficult 1o bulld affordable
housing and equally difficul te bulld
housing accessible for people with
disabdlities, industry experis sy 5ot
follows that it is even more challenging
o do hath.

Inglis Methodist Gardens is
516.8-million development thar
recently apened in the Wynnelield
Helkghts section of West Philadelphia
About half of the 47 unils, which siton
8 Zd-acre campus of Methodist Ser-
vices, are specially made o be acoes-
sibde for people with dizabilithes.

The development was funded by
lew-Encome housing tax credits from

the Pennsybvania Housing Finance
Agency (FHFA), a 54 million grant
fram Acina Better Health of Pennsyl-
vania and $700,000 from the Federal
Home Loan Bank of Piitsburgh. =

Inglis Methodis Gardens is a jolm
venture of Philadeiphia-based nonprol-
ks, Methodist Services and Inglis, which
provides Ieiuskng and other services for
peopde with disahilities. Bath have been
aroand for more than 100 years,

sinoe the 18005, Methodis Services
has provided early childhood edu.
catlon, housing and mentsl healih
counseling to families focing pover-
ty. homelessress and disabilithes. The
organization was formed 10 help chil-
dren who bost their parents or became
Impovertshed during the Civil War.

Inglis has been building housing
for people with disabdllties for abouw
50 years,

Divann M. Roth, Inglis presiden:,
acknowledged that putiimg this deal
together was not easy and took about
five years o compdete. “1t's ke the ban-
o8t pregnancy ever,” she said.

The first step was getting the tnx
credits from FHPA. The Inglis Mechod-
ist Gardens development was helped
by & 54 millkon grant fromy Aetna Better
Heath.

“It's such a competitive process with
limived funds available,” Roth said,
“We were able 1o bring some privae
respurces m the table.”
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According to Roth, when
It coamaes b accessihility for
people with disabilitles, “we
wani to do more than the
bl

e wand people who use
wheelchaies (o live as inde-
pendently as pessible,” Roth
sakd. "We do i becouse it is
our mission,”

For example. Karima
Woaden, 43, a new tenant
of Inglis Methodist Gar-
dens, sald she feels blessed
1o B ina v Do -edrocm
apartment with her 17-year-
old dasghter Kamya,

Wooden, who uses a
wheelchalr, was diagnosed
wilth maaleiphe selerosis ot an
early age.

Before moving in Mo 17,
shie was Hving with a relative
i West Dak Lane lnoa omme
thoi was not accessible 1o
people with wheelchairs,
Woaden sabd. She had diffi-
culiy golng up or déwn even
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Helghts saction of

a few stairs, or dodng small
chores ke taking out trash
orwashing clothes.

Niow she has o washer and
dryer in her unit with auto-
matic doors and the same
techinodogy i the trash room.
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“We wave our arms 10 open
or close them,” Wooden sald.
There s alse o remmote controd
Tir el wirbowvs amdl disors.

“It is very convenient,”
she sald. “This 5 my forever
hme”

Anne Rice-Burgess, presi-
dentof Methodist Services,
sald the new development is
MR Cesshiy.

“Irs the type of housing
that every alngle person
should have,” she said. “The

bevel of emaodion for tenants
when they realize this Is
their new home is tremen-
dlonas.”

And the fact that the com-
plexis located on its campus
means that the tenants have
access io all of its other ser-
vices. Inchuding Inglis Maeth-
odist Gardens, more than
200 peaple are in varlous
stages of housing, inchedin
emargency of shelters an
transitional. Some tenanls
moving inte the new devel-
apment are com Lﬂg {rom
transbtional housing on the
campus and ow are in per-
msanent housing.

“The benelitg of working
with people in transitional
hiousing s we get to under-
st s meeds, work with
thern and prepare them for
permanen housing, sothey
can be a suctess,” Rioe-Baur-
s gl
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